[Late development of human dental enamel].
Planes of longitudinal fractures of human dental enamel observed in scanning electron microscopy showed morphological variations related to age. This late maturation was observed along the enamel sheaths which disappeared in the subsurface and decreased in the rest of the structure. The destructions produced by demineralizing substances (phosphoric acid, citric acid, EDTA) were always more severe in enamel of older teeth when compared to younger samples. A pretreatment of the fragments with a urea solution increased the acid effects only in young enamel. It is suggested that the late maturation of enamel consists in a reduction of matrix components.